The Death of Lethan

Lethan came on to his ford over the Nith in Conaille, and he indeed waited to encounter Cu
Chulainn. He was grieved by what CU Chulainn had already done. Cu Chulainn cut off his head and
left it there beside the body. Hence is the name Ath Lethan on the Nith. And their chariots broke
when they met on the ford beside it. Hence is the name Ath Carpat. Mulcha, Lethan's charioteer,
fell on the shoulder of the hill that lies between Ath Lethan and Ath Carpat. Hence comes the place-
name Guala Mulcha.

While the army was going over Mag mBreg Allecto came for a while, that is, the Mérrigan, in the
form of a bird which perched on the pillar-stone in Temair Clailnge and said to the bull: ‘Does the
restless Black Bull know (it) without destructive falsehood? ... | have a secret that the Black Bull will
know if he graze(?) ... on the green grass ... Fierce is the raven, men are dead, a sorrowful saying
... every day the death of a great tribe ... ' Then the bull went with fifty heifers to Sliab Cuillinn, and
his herdsman, Forgaimen, followed him. The bull threw off the thrice fifty boys who used to play on
his back and killed two thirds of them. And before he went he pawed the earth in Tir Margéni in
Cuailnge.

CU Chulainn did not kill anyone between the Saili Imdoirchi in the district of Conaille until they
reached Cuailnge. Cu Chulainn was then on the mountain Cuinche. He threatened that wherever he
saw Medb he would cast a stone at her head. This was not easy for him, for Medb travelled
surrounded by half the army and with a screen of shields over her head.
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